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UNITED WAY OF GREATER ROCHESTER TO HELP LOCAL KIDS GET READY TO READ
Books and supplies will be given to parents of 120 local Kindergarteners 

Rochester, NY – United Way of Greater Rochester announced today the launch of its Ready to Read initiative on the first day of school at East Irondequoit. Over 120 kindergarteners at Ivan L. Green Primary School, and their parents, received Ready to Read kits with magnetic numbers and letters, pencils, crayons and several books including: Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you See? by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle and Color Zoo by Lois Ehlert. The goal of the Ready to Read initiative is to help parents ensure their child is on the path to success by continuing to build their reading skills at home. Teachers will also encourage the children to use these take-home tools to build on classroom lessons and host parent-partner days during the year to reinforce lessons with parents.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]“We know that parental involvement is key in ensuring students are successful in school,” said Patricia Davis, Director of Community Investment for United Way of Greater Rochester. “When you read to your child, sing the ABC’s with them and help them make words with magnetic letters on the fridge you are paving the path for your child to have a great foundation to help them excel in school.”    

United Way of Greater Rochester invests almost $8 million in programs to enrich early childhood and help local students prepare for work, college and life. After school and summer enrichment programs supported by United Way’s Community Fund are required to utilize an evidence-based literacy program to help ensure students are not only ready to read, but also ready to build a successful academic career. 

To learn more about United Way of Greater Rochester’s investment in our community please visit www.uwrochester.org. 
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United Way of Greater Rochester’s mission is to magnify and focus the power of community resources to address our most pressing social needs.  Please visit us online at www.uwrochester.org.
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